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The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) has documented an explosive rise in the 
number of hate groups since the turn of the century, driven in part by anger over Latino 
immigration and demographic projections showing that whites will no longer hold majority 
status in the US by around 2040. The rise accelerated in 2009, the year President Obama took 
office, but declined after that, in part because large numbers of extremists were moving to the 
web and away from on-the-ground activities. In the last two years, in part due to a presidential 
campaign that flirted heavily with extremist ideas, the hate group count has risen again.

The number of hate groups operating in the country in 2016 remained at near-historic 
highs, rising from 892 in 2015 to 917 last year, according to the latest count by the SPLC. That’s 
only about 100 fewer organizations than the 1,018 tallied in 2011, which was the all-time high 
in some 30 years of SPLC counts. All hate groups have beliefs or practices that attack or malign 
an entire class of people, typically for their immutable characteristics. Hate group activities can 
include criminal acts, marches, rallies, speeches, meetings, leafleting or publishing.

The SPLC is dedicated to fighting hate and bigotry and to seeking justice for the most 
vulnerable members of our society. Civil rights lawyers Morris Dees and Joseph Levin Jr. 
founded the SPLC in 1971 to ensure that the promise of the civil rights movement became a 
reality for all.

Time to Research 

1. Go to www.splcenter.org/hate-map
2. Identify three different hate groups and provide a brief explanation of the groups ideology, 

history, and size (use a separate sheet of paper if needed).

Group Name: ___________________

Group Name: ___________________

Group Name: ___________________


